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Biography is the study of life. It has long held great in¬ 
terest and appeal for readers. This may be partly attributed to the 
fact that it does not merely present a record of the events that have 
occurred in the life of an individual, but it also reveals the com¬ 
ponents of the inner man, making apparent the thoughts and emotions 
which have fostered his behavior and achievementiX 
The entertainment value of biography is high. It has been said 
that truth is stranger than fiction. Indeed, just as a reader may 
be thrilled at the adventures of a character in fiction, he can be 
awed by some of the realistic struggles in which men have engaged and 
from which they have emerged victorious. While we need works of imagi¬ 
nation, biographical writings can be equally pleasurable and fascinating.^ 
The instructional value of biography is great. It is closely 
allied to all fields of knowledge and can be used to vitalize teaching. 
It is especially essential to the study of history. A student of 
history gains new perspective as he views a particular period through 
the lives of those who have participated in it. Learning about 
1 Joseph Collins, The Doctor Looks at Biography (New York: 
George H. Doran Company, 1925), p.15» 




eminent personalities in any field broadens one's acquaintance with 
the subject* Intricately woven into the history of science are the 
lives of noted scientists, just as the lives of men of letters are 
inseparable from the study of literature.'*’ 
Gamaliel Bradford believes that biography can be useful in 
2 
coordinating and deepening education. He said: 
If you want to interest your pupils in the varied 
aspects of study and research, take them right to the 
human element. Show them that conation passions, strug¬ 
gles, hopes and despair go to the making of philosophy, 
science, history and the making of life. When you have 
interested them in the common eternal human element which 
works today as it has always worked, you will find that 
philosophy, science and history have acquired new 
meaning.3 
Another value of biography is its inspirational one. It is 
one of the most potent forces affecting the lives of its readers.^ 
No other reading quite succeeds in conveying ideals and values as 
does biography. Determination and encouragement can be derived from 
the reading and study of men and women who have lived noble lives. 
As he reads of the successes and failures of others, a reader's self¬ 
esteem and faith in mankind may be rekindled and emulation of worth¬ 
while characteristics often results.5 
lHelen E. Haines, Living with Books (New York:Columbia Univer¬ 
sity Press, 1950), p.252. 
2Ibid., p.250. 
3lbid. 
^Marian Dargan, "The Biographical Approach in American History," 
Journal of Higher Education, XX (February, 19U9), 13ti. 
5May Hill Arbuthnot, Children and Books (Chicago: Scott, Fores- 
man and Company, 196lj.), p.5^2^ 
3 
Educators have become increasingly aware of the role which can 
be played by biography in the teaching of human relations. Existing 
social conditions make such teaching necessary, and it has been dis¬ 
covered that no other reading can quite approach the moral implications 
of a good biography. ^ 
May Hill Arbuthnot has stated that: 
Biographies written with authenticity and high regard 
for the lively human qualities of great men and women are 
among the newest and most important developments in 
children's books. To know and use them in our classrooms 
and to help children discover them for their individual 
reading is to utilize one of the richest book offerings 
available. 
Well-written books can facilitate the development of democratic 
ideals in children and young people. For many years, Negro boys and 
girls read mostly about the white heroes of every country, race and 
period. They were unaware of the existence of many Negro heroes and 
heroines and the contributions they have made in the formation of 
American and world history. To bolster their feelings of self-esteem, 
dignity and security, more books about the great Negroes of all times 
are needed. It is also essential that white children be exposed to 
this part of their heritage. They must be made aware that Negroes 
have been outstanding contributors to almost every phase of American 
and world culture. While instilling self-respect and pride in Negro 
children, such literature can promote tolerance and understanding 
among children of other races.^ 
1Ibid. 
2Ibid. 
^Charlemae Rollins, We Build Together (Chicago: National Council 
of Teachers of English, 19U8), p.23-2U. 
h 
The fascinating, entertaining aspects of biography, as well as 
its intrinsic value, cannot be denied. The deluge of biographical 
publications, both biography and autobiography, steadily increases. 
Yet, the biography of Negroes, for which the need can be readily seen, 
has been woefully neglected. Perhaps this is based on a formerly 
held assumption that Negroes as an historical group is hardly worth 
studying. 
Conscientious educators, librarians and parents have pleaded 
incessantly with writers and publishers for an increase in the number 
and quality of books about worthy Negroes. Charlemae Rollins be¬ 
lieves that great strides in publication are being made due to the 
conscious efforts of hundreds of workers with children and children's 
books.^ 
Bibliographic studies have been made which sought out materials 
and sources of material on Negro biography. Ihese have been compiled 
to make such works more accessible to persons who may be concerned. 
One of these studies is "An Annotated Bibliography of Biographies 
and Autobiographies of Negroes, 1938 to 1961," by Juanita Boykin 
Fuller. In this work, Mrs. Fuller has listed 251 titles of bio¬ 
graphical works about Negroes along with complete bibliographical 
data. 
•^Milton M. James, "Biographical Approach to the Study of 
Negro History," Negro History Bulletin, XXIII (January, I960), 7ii* 
2Charlemae Rollins, "Books About Negroes for Children," ALA 
Bulletin, LIII (April, 1959), 306. 
3juanita Boykin Fuller, "An Annotated Bibliography of Bio¬ 
graphies and Autobiographies of Negroes, 1839 to 1961," (unpublished 
Master's thesis, School of Library Service, Atlanta University, 1962). 
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Purpose and Scope 
Although the shortage of well-written materials about out¬ 
standing Negroes still exists, strides in the writing and publishing 
of such materials in recent years have been favorable. The purpose 
of this study is to compile a bibliography of biographies and auto¬ 
biographies of Negroes published from 1962 through 19b6. It will 
serve to bring up-to-date the Fuller study which covers the period 
from 1839 to 1961.:1 
Included in this study are 137 works which consist of indivi¬ 
dual and collective biographies and autobiographies of Negroes which 
have been published between 1962 and 1966. 
The titles and annotations were compiled from the following 
sources: The Negro Handbook, The Negro in America: A Bibliography,3 
Best Books for Children,U Books for Children,^ Good Books for Chil¬ 
dren,^ Books for Youth: A Guide to Teen-age Reading,*^ Phylon,® 
1Ibid. 
^The Negro Handbook (Chicago: Johnson Publishing Company, 1966). 
3Elizabeth Miller, The Negro in America: A Bibliography (Cam¬ 
bridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 19b6). 
^•Patricia Allen, Best Books for Children (New York: R.R.Bowker, 
1966). 
^Books for Children (Chicago: American Library Association, 1966). 
6Mary K. Eakin, Good Books for Children (Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1966). 
7 'Catherine Robertson, Books for Youth: A Guide to Teen-age 
Reading (Toronto: Toronto Public Libraries, 1966). 
8Phylon (Atlanta: Atlanta University, 1962-1967). 
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The Standard Catalog for Public Libraries, Crisis, Ebony,J The 
Book Review Digest,^ The Negro in the United States; A List of Signi¬ 
ficant Books,5 The Negro in America: A Selected List of Recent Books,^ 
7 
and Bibliographic Survey: The Negro in Print.1 
Methodology 
In assembling and compiling the materials for this study, the 
sources to be used were selected and the bibliography was then compiled* 
For each entry, complete bibliographical information is given, along 
with a brief, descriptive annotation and an indication of the reading 
level of the publication when it could be obtained* 
The second step involved an analysis of works according to 
the date of publication and the type of biography, an analysis of the 
biographees by sex, and an analysis of the bibliography by publishers. 
In addition, a comparison is made of the number of works found which 
were published between 1939 and 1961, a period of 122 years, and the 
number located which were published between 1962 and 1966, a four-year 
period* 
•^•Standard Catalog for Public Libraries, (New York: H.W. 
Wilson Company, ly6i;-196^ supplements). 
^Crisis (New York: Crisis Publishing Company, 1962-1967)* 
3Ebony (Chicago: Johnson Publishing Company, 1962-1967). 
^Book Review Digest (New York: H. W. Wilson Company, 1962-1967* 
^The Negro in the United States: A List of Significant Books 
(New York: New York Public Library, 19t>5>j. 
^The Negro in America: A Selected List of Recent Books (Detroit, 
Michigan: Detroit Public Library, 1967). 
7 
Bibliographic Survey: The Negro in Print.(Washington, D.C.: 
The Negro Bibliographic and Research Center, I, May 19t>5-)* 
7 
The works have been divided into the following subject areas: 
Abolition and Freedom Fighting, Art, Education and Social Service, 
Explorations, Government and Politics, Literature, Military Service, 
Miscellaneous, Music and Entertainment, Science and Invention, Slavery 
and Sports. Collective biographies devoted exclusively to one sub¬ 
ject are included under specific subject headings. Those collective 
biographies which are not limited to any one specific subject area 
are included in a separate section. 
The titles are arranged alphabetically by field of endeavor 
of the biographiees. Under each field, the books are divided into 
three sections: (1) individual biography; (2)autobiography; and (3) 
collective biography. In each section, the titles are arranged alpha¬ 
betically by surname of the biographes. The collective biographies 
are arranged alphabetically by author. 
The appendix consists of a listing of titles of biographical 
works for which complete bibliographical data or annotations could 
not be located 
CRAP TER II 
ANALYSIS OF THE BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Analysis by Date and Subject 
Table 1 indicates the distribution of the 137 biographies by 
date and subject. The greatest number of biographies was published 
in 196U with 31 titles. The years 1962, 1965, and 1966 rank next 
with 27 biographies each. The least number, 2k, was published in 
1963. 
In regard to the subject areas in which the biographees made 
their contributions, there are two leading fields, Education and 
Social Service, and Music and Entertainment; each incorporates 20 
titles. The field of Shorts with 19 publications occupies second 
place along with the Miscellaneous category. ' Included in the Miscel- 
laneous group are such vocations as cowboys, newspapermen and others 
which do not fit adequately into any of the other specified areas. 
Ranking next is the area of Government and Politics which has 18 
biographies. Twelve books are classed in the section on Abolition 
and Freedom Fighting. The other subject areas, in descending order, 
are Science and Invention, Literature, Military Service, Explorations, 
Art and Slavery. There are also 13 general biographies. 
Education and Social Service.-» One of the most popular areas 
of interest found was Education and Social Service. Its 20 titles 
comprise II4..6 percent of the 137 listed. In 196U, seven books in 
8 
TABLE 1 
ANALYSIS OF BIOGRAPHIES BY DATE AND SUBJECT 
1962 1963 1961* 1965 1966 Total Percent 
Education and 
Social Service k 2 7 2 h 20 11*. 6 
Kusic and Enter¬ 
tainment h k 3 5 h 20 1U.6 
Miscellaneous h h 3 5 3 19 13.8 
Sports 2 6 5 3 3 19 13.8 
Government and 
Politics 8 U 2 2 2 18 13.2 
Abolition and 
Freedom Fighting 2 - h 3 3 12 8.8 
Science and 
Invention - 1 - 1 3 5 3.7 
Literature - 1 - 1 2 U 2.9 
Explorations - 1 - - 1 2 1.5 
Military Service - 1 1 1 - 3 2;2 
Art 1 - - - s- 1 .7 
Slavery - - 1 - - 1 .7 
General Collective 2 - 5 h 2 13 9.5 





area were published as compared to two or four in the other years. 
Eight of these biographies are about educators and three individual 
and one collective deal with ministers. Included are two biographies 
of Saint Martin De Porres. 
Music and Entertainment.-» Twenty titles are also found in Music 
and Entertainment. These works are about Negroes who have been suc¬ 
cessful as musicians and on stage and screen. All three collective 
biographies deal with jazz musicians as do eight of the individual 
biographies. Variety in the field is supplied by one biography 
each of such entertainers as Sammy Davis, Jr., Lena Horne, Nat "King” 
Cole, Mahalia Jackson and Dick Gregory. The actresses include Laura 
Bowman and Adah Isaacs Menken who may be considered as lesser known 
personalities. There is also a biography of Marian Anderson. 
Sports.— Containing nineteen titles, Sports is one of the areas 
occupying second place. Several of these publications are about the 
same individuals. For instance, there are three books listed about 
Jim Brown, three about Jackie Robinson, and two about Willie Mays. 
The sport represented most is baseball with seven titles. Football 
and boxing follow with four titles each. Both collective biographies 
in this area include personalities in several of the different major 
sports. 
MiscellaneousNineteen biographies make up the Miscellaneous 
category which is composed of 13.8 percent of the entries. Its com¬ 
ponents represent a wide range of contributions and vocations. In¬ 
cluded are cowboys, a Latin American trash picker, a White House 
11 
servant, and a ship captain. Three of the more widely discussed 
titles in this area are the Autobiography of Malcolm X, Manchild in 
the Promised Land, and the Negro Cowboys. 
Government and Politics.— Ranking fifth among the subject 
areas, Government and Politics consists of 18 biographies of 13.2 per¬ 
cent of the total. Thirteen of these deal with personalities of the 
emerging nations of Africa. Adam Clayton Powell is the subject of 
two works. îhe largest number of these titles, eight, was published 
in 1962. 
Abolition and Freedom Fighting.— Twelve titles are concerned 
with persons involved with Abolition and Freedom Fighting and comprise 
8.8 percent of the total number of entries. Included are early pio¬ 
neers such as Frederick Douglass, about whom two biographies are written. 
Also included are civil rights workers such as Martin Luther King, Jr. 
who is the subject of two biographies, and Daisy Bates, who is the 
subject of one. 
Science and Invention.— Five biographies are listed under 
Science and Invention which is composed of 3.6 percent of the total 
bibliography. Three of these have been written about George Washing¬ 
ton Carver. The two remaining may be considered in the applied 
sciences. One of these is Gordon Parks, a professional photographer 
for Life; and the other concerns three pioneers in the field of beauty 
culture. 
Literature.— The field of literature is represented by four 
works or 2.9 percent of the biographies. Charlemae Rollins has written 
12 
a collective biography of 12 Negro American poets. Autobiographical 
works of George Schuyler and James Baldwin are included, as well as 
a biography of Countee Cullen, the poet. 
Military Service.— The three biographies in Military Service 
make up seven-tenths of one percent of the listing. Hubert Julian 
and Henry 0. Flipper have written their own memoirs. The other bio¬ 
graphy is the story of Colonel Robert G. Shaw of the Civil War Period, 
Explorations.— Two of the biographies are in the field of Ex¬ 
plorations. One is the story of Matthew Henson, an assistant on the 
Peary expedition to the North Pole, The other deals with Jim 
Beckworth, a pioneer, scout and guide. 
Slavery.— The sole biography related to Slavery is the story 
of a runaway slave, Barney Ford. 
Art.— Horace Pippin, a modern primitive painter is the subject 
of the one work in the field of Art. 
Collective Biographies.— A total of 13 general collective bio¬ 
graphies is included in this listing and these relate to a wide range 
of subjects. Two of these deal exclusively with women, and another 
is devoted to noteworthy Georgians. ' Famous Negroes of the Revolution¬ 
ary era are treated in one publication as are twentieth century Negroes 
in another. The contents of others cover a broad range of periods 
and contributions. 
Analysis by Sex and Subject Area 
In a study of successful careers, it is always interesting to 
13 
note the number of men who have distinguished themselves in a specific 
field as compared to the number of women in the same field. Of the 
106 individual biographies and autobiographies considered, 92 are 
concerned with men and lU are devoted to women. Women are found in 
four areas: Abolition and Freedom Fighting, Education and Social 
Service, Music and Entertainment, and the Miscellaneous category. 
Table 2 indicates the individual biographies and autobiographies 
by the sex of the biographee. Of the 20 biographies in Education 
and Social Service, 1U are about men. The Music and Entertainment 
category, which also has 20 titles, consists of 12 biographies of men 
and five of women. All 11; of the works in Sports are of men. Men 
were the subjects of 16 of the titles listed under Miscellaneous, while 
women were the subjects of two. Of the nine works in the area of 
Abolition and Freedom Fighting, seven titles deal with men as compared 
to two which deal with women. The remaining fields are composed of 
biographies dealing exclusively with men: Government and Politics 
(with 13 works), Art, Explorations, Literature, Military Service, 
Science and Invention, and Slavery. 
Analysis By Subject Area and TyPe 
Table 3 indicates the number of biographies of each type — 
individual biography, autobiography, and collective biography — under 
one subject area. There are more autobiographies than biographies, 
56 or 32.8 percent of the 137 works. 
Under Abolition and Freedom Fighting, there are six individual 
biographies, three autobiographies and three collective biographies. 
TABLE 2 
ANALYSIS OF INDIVIDUAL BIOGRAPHIES BY SEX 
AND SUBJECT AREA 
Subject Area Number of Men Number of Women Total 
Abolition and 
Freedom Fighting 7 2 9 
Art 1 - 1 
Education and 
Social Service Ik 5 19 
Explorations 2 - 2 
Government and 
Politics 13 - 13 
Literature 3 - 3 
Military Service 3 - 3 
Music and Enter¬ 
tainment 12 5 17 
Miscellaneous 15 2 17 
Science and 
Invention k - h 
Slavery 1 - 1 
Sports 17 - 17 
Total 92 lit 106 
iu 
TABLE 3 
ANALYSIS OF BIOGRAPHICAL WORKS BY SUBJECT 
AREA AND TYPE 
Individual Autobiography Collective Total 
Abolition and 
Freedom Fighting 6 3 3 12 
Art 1 - 1 
Education and 
Social Service 9 10 1 20 
Explorations 2 - mm 2 
Government and 
Politics 7 6 5 18 
Literature 1 2 1 h 
Military Service 1 2 mm 3 
Music and Enter¬ 
tainment 9 8 3 20 
Miscellaneous 2 15 2 19 
Science and 
Invention 3 l 1 5 
Slavery 1 - mm. l 
Sports 8 9 . 2 19 
General Collective - - 13 13 
Total 50 56 31 137 
15 
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The one title in the field of Art is an individual biography. In 
the area of Education and Social Service are nine individual, 10 bio¬ 
graphies and one collective biography. The two works regarding ex¬ 
plorers are individual. The field of Government and Politics has 
seven individual, six autobiographies, and five collective biographies, 
literature contains one individual, two autobiographies and one col¬ 
lective biography. There is one individual biography along with two 
autobiographies in Military Service. 
Ten individual, seven autobiographies and three collective 
biographies make up the Music field. Contained in the area of Science 
and Invention are three individual, one autobiography and one collective 
biography. Slavery is represented by a single individual biography. 
In the area of Sports, there are eight individual biographies,nine 
autobiographies, and two collective biographies. 
Music has the largest number of individual biographies while 
the most autobiographies are in the Miscellaneous group. Along with 
the 13 general collective biographies are 17 others in different sub¬ 
ject areas. Five of these are listed under Government and Politics. 
Analysis by Publishers 
The 137 titles included in this list were produced by 75 
different publishers. Of these, 5U or 72.0 percent are considered 
the most active publishers as listed in the Literary Market Place 
Those less active publishers who are not listed in the Literary Market 
^Literary Market Place (New York: R. R. Bowker, 1966), pp.1-111, 
passim. 
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Place are responsible for 21 titles (see Table ii). 
Of the Sh publishers represented in the Literary Market Flace, 
Doubleday heads the list with 13 works to its credit; Prentice-Hall, 
and Dodd, Mead follow with seven each. Dutton published six and 
Julian Messner, produced five. The Johnson Publishing Company follows 
with four while six others are represented with three publications each. 
Nine other publishers were responsible for two works each, and the 
remaining U6 published one each (see Table 5). 
Comparison with the Fuller Study 
The Fuller study, which covers a period of 122 years, includes 
251 titles. In the four-year period between 1962 and 1966, a total 
of 137 titles have been listed which is a difference of llU titles 
or percent of the number published in the 122-year period. 
The area of Education and Social Service is the most popular 
in both studies and is followed by Music and Entertainment. The least 
popular areas in the Fuller Study tend to correspond with those of 
this report (see Table 6). It is significant that in the last four 
years there has been an increase of seven or 2k»h percent of biographies 
of Negroes in the area of Government and Politics. 
Summary 
The purpose of this study was to compile a bibliography of 
biographies and autobiographies of Negroes published from 1962 through 
1966. The greatest number of these works was published in 196U. 
Ranking second were the years 1962, 1965 and 1966. The least number 
was -produced in 1963. 
TABLE h 
TYPES OF PUBLISHERS REPRESENTED 
Type of Publisher Number Percent 
More Active Publishers'^ 
2 





Total 75 100.0 
^Those publishers listed in Literary Market Place, 1966-67 
edition. 
2 
Those publishers not listed in Literary Market Place, 1966- 
67 edition. 
The largest representation of biographies falls in the fields 
of Education and Social Service, and Music and Entertainment, each 
having 20 titles. Ranking next are the areas of Sports, and Miscel¬ 
laneous with 19 titles each. Fewer biographies appear in the fields 
of Slavery, and Art, each having one title listed. 
Most of the biographies in this period have been written 
about men. There are 92 individual biographies and autobiographies 
of men as compared to 1U of women. The women are represented in 
areas such as Abolition and Freedom Fighting, Education and Social 
Service, Music and Entertainment, and in the Miscellaneous category. 
According to type, autobiographies make up the largest group 
with 56 titles. Individual biographies follow with 50 titles. The 
18 
TABLE 5 




Dodd, Mead     
Dutton ............ 
Julian Messner, Inc. 
Johnson   
Carlton   
Coward-McCann    
Educational Heritage 
Harper  
Macmillan   
Pageant    
Others    
Total 















total number of collective biographies, general and in specific 
fields, is 31. 
Analysis by publishers shows that 75 different publishers were 
responsible for the 137 titles. Fifty-four of these are the more 
active, being listed in Literary Market Place, and those 21 not listed 
19 
TABLE 6 







Abolition and Freedom 
Fighting 18 12 30 
Art 2 1 3 
Education and Social Service 71 20 91 
Explorations 2 2 k 
Government and 
Politics 11 18 29 
Literature 30 h 3k 
Medicine 3 - 3 
Military Service h 3 7 
Miscellaneous - 19 19 
Music and Enter¬ 
tainment 36 20 56 
Science and 
Invention 6 5 11 
Slavery 9 l 10 
Sports 25 19 
General Collective 3k 13 k7 
Total 251 137 388 
20 
21 
are considered to be less active. Doubleday is by far the most popu¬ 
lar of the publishers having published almost twice as many as any 
other. Prentice-Hall, Dodd, Mead, Julian Messner, Incorporated, 
Johnson Publishing Company, and Carlton are others represented by 
from four to seven works. 
In comparing this study with the Fuller study, there are 2$1 
titles listed for the 122-year period from 1839 to 1961, and 137 
titles listed for the four-year period from 1962 to 1966. This makes 
apparent the increase in the quantity of biographical works about 
Negroes. There is a difference of Uii titles or 51j-«0 percent of the 
number published in the 122-year period. 
CHAPTER III 
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Abolition and Freedom Fighting 
Individual Biography 
ATTUCKS, CRISPUS. Millender, Dharathula. Crispus Attucks, Boy 
of Valor. Indianapolis:: Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1965. 200 p. 
This is the story of a Revolutionary War hero who had 
a burning desire to be free. Written for children, but 
of interest to adults. 
DOUGLASS, FREDERICK. Foner, Philip S. Frederick Douglass. New 
York: Citadel Press, 196li. liWi p. 
An excellent up-to-date study by a distinguished scholar* 
DOUGLASS FREDERICK. Ritchie, Barbara. Life and Times of Frederick 
Douglass. New York: Crcwell, 1966. 210 p. 
A shortened version of the autobiography of a remarkable 
American and his triumphs. 
KING, MARTIN LUTHER, JR. Bennett, Lerone. What Manner of Man. 
Chicago: Johnson Publishing Company, 19 6U* 277 P* 
Assesses the King achievements through 196U and considers 
various criticisms of his tactics. 
KING, MARTIN LUTHER, Jr. Clayton, Ed. Martin Luther King, The 
Peaceful Warrior. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 
Ï9bin ZoT. 
Emphasizes the youth and college years of Dr. King. Ends 
with the passing of the Civil Rights Bill in 1961;* 
TRUTH, SOJOURNER. Pauli, Hertha. Her Name Was Sojourner Truth. 
Des Moines, Iowa: Meredith Pr£ss, 1962. 250 p. 
Born a slave in New York state, Sojourner Truth became an 





BATES, DAISY. The Long Shadow of Little Rock: A Memoir. New York: 
McKay, 1962^ 23k p. 
An account by a newspaper publisher who lost her business 
when she fought for school integration. 
MALVIN, JOHN. North Into Freedom: the Autobiography of John Malvin, 
1775-1880. Edited with an introduction by Allan Peskin. 
Cleveland, Ohio: Press of Western Reserve University, 1986, 
87 p. 
A reprint of the autobiography of John Malvin which was 
published as a narrative booklet in Cleveland in 1879. 
MEREDITH, JAMES. Three Years in Mississippi. Bloomington, Indiana: 
Indiana University, 1966. 328 p.' 
Account of his entry as the first known Negro in the Univer¬ 
sity of Mississippi and his experiences while there. 
Collective Biography 
Bond, Mildren. Negro Heroes of Emancipation. New York: National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 196U« (n.p.) 
Short sketches of famous Negro Americans prior to 1900. 
McCarthy, Agnes and Reddick, Lawrence. Worth Fighting For. Garden 
City, New York: Doubleday, 1965- 118 p. 
History of Negroes in the United States during the Civil 
• War and Reconstruction. Tells of abolitionists, Underground 
Railroad, all-Negro regiments, Negro politicians, etc. 
Contains photographs and illustrations. 
Sterne, Emma Gelders.' I Have a Dream. New York: Alfred Knopf, 1965. 
229 p. 
History of the liberation movement. Brings into sharper 
focus ten Negro leaders and lesser figures. Biographical 
sketches precede stories of respective accomplishments. 
Such persons as Rosa Parks, Daisy Bates and James Farmer are 




PIPPIN, HORACE. Rodman, Selden. Horace Pippin, A Negro Painter 
in America. New York: University Place Book Shop, 1962. 68 p. 
A sympathetic and carefully documented account of one of 
the most talented of the so-called "Modern Primitives." 
Education and Social Service 
Individual Biography 
ALLEN, RICH®D. Matthews, Maria. Richard Allen. Baltimore, Maryland: 
Helicon Books, 196U. 151 p. 
Pictorial biography of the first bishop of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 
BETHUNE, MARY McLEOD. Holt, Rackham. Mary McLeod Bethune : A Bio¬ 
graphy. Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 196d 306 p. 
The story of a woman who devoted her life to the cause of 
racial equality. Documented by photographs. Its engrossing 
style alone would commend it. 
CLARK, JCSIAH. Cade, John Brothers. The Man Christened Josiah Clark. 
New York: Armenia Press, 1966. 202 p. 
Biography of Josiah Clark who, as J.C.Clark, became president 
of Southern University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
DE PORRES, MARTIN. Fumet, Stanislas. (Translated from French by Una 
Morrissey.) Life of St. Martin De Porres: Patron Saint of 
Interracial Justice. Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1961;. 
119 p. 
Biography of the first canonized Negro saint in the Catholic 
Church. Dynamic charity became a legend while he lived. He 
performed miraculous cures. 
DE PORRES, MARTIN. Tarry, Ellen. Martin De Porres, Saint of the 
New World. New York: Vision Books, 1963. 173 p. 
The story of a man's life characterized by humility and 
charity. 
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GARVEY, MARCUS. Garvey, A. Jacques. Garvey and Garveyism. 
Kingston, Jamaica: (the author), (n.d .JT 257 p. 
Biography of Marcus Garvey by his widow. Garvey wa3 a 
Jamaica-born Negro leader who tried to get former slaves and 
their families to go back to Africa. 
HOLSEY, LUCIUS HENRY. Cade, John Brothers. Holsey-The Incomparable . 
New York: Pageant Press, 196ii. 221 p. 
Biography of Lucius Henry Holsey, founder of the Colored 
Methodist Episcopal Church in America. He was born a slave 
and educated himself in the face of unsurmountable odds. 
MILLER, ELIZABETH. Blackford, Audrey. The Royal Queen, Elizabeth 
Miller. New York: Greenwich Book Publishers, 1963. 52 "pi 
Life of Mrs. Miller who built a home for unwanted children. 
THURMAN, HOWARD. Yates, Elizabeth. Howard Thurman: Portrait of a 
Practical Dreamer. New York: John Day, 196L|.. 2I4.9 p. 
Story of an educator, philosopher and preacher who has been 
able to blend his own mysticism with the materialism of the 
modern world. 
Autobiography 
BRAITHWAITE, E. R. A Kind of Homecoming. Englewood Cliffs, New 
Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1962. 2i:3 p. 
Sensitive and compassionate story of author's travels in 
four newly independent African nations — Sierra Leone, Ghana, 
Guinea and Liberia. 
BRAITHWAITE, E. R. Paid Servant. London, England: The Bodley Head, 
1962. 219 p. 
The author's experiences as the first colored welfare officer 
in London, including his effort to have white families adopt 
colored children. 
CAYTON, HORACE. Long Old Road: An Autobiography. New York: Trident, 
1965. U02 p. 
Generally satisfying account of the life of a distinguished 
sociologist and newspaperman. The passages of self-analysis 
are relentlessly candid. 
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CLARK, SEPTIMA FOINSETTE with LeGette Blythe. Echo in My Soul. New 
York! Dutton, 1962. 2ii3 p. 
An autobiography of a courageous woman who has devoted her 
life to educational work among Negroes in the South and to 
other aspects of the struggle of her people. 
CRUMER, COLE, SR. My Life is an Open Book. New Yorki Carlton Press, 
1966. 80 p. 
Autobiography of a retired teacher in Louisiana. 
DANCY, JOHN C. Sand Against the Wind: The Memoirs of John C. Dancy. 
Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 19^6. 2lt9 p. 
The long-time executive secretary of Detroit's Urban League 
chronicles the growth and development of Detroit's Negro com¬ 
munity. 
HEDGEMAN, ANNA A. The Trumpet Sounds: A Memoir of Negro Leadership. 
New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1961*. 2Ô2 p. 
A teacher, social worker and administrator records her strug¬ 
gle in the battle for civil rights. 
HENSON, J0SIAH% Father Henson's Story of His Own Life: with an intro¬ 
duction by Walter Fisher. New York: Corinth Books, 1962. 212 p. 
Henson's life as a slave — courtship and marriage — and 
other experiences on a plantation in Kentucky. 
MORTON, LENA B. My First Sixty Years: Passion for Wisdom. New York: 
Philosophical Library, 1965. 175> p. 
The story of an educator who earned her doctorate in English 
at Western Reserve University, taught in Cincinnati and is nou 
Chairman of the Humanities Division of Texas College. 
SINGLETON, GEORGE A. The Autobiography of George A. Singleton. 
Boston, Massachusetts: Forum Publishing Company, 196L. 272 p. 
Informative life story of an outstanding American who has 
served his country well as an educator, civic leader, editor arid 
author. He served many years as president of the Iowa chapter 
of the NAACP. Personal and historical photographs are included. 
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Collective Biography- 
Williams, Ethel L. Biographical Directory of Negro Ministers. 
New Yorks Scarecrow Press, 1966. i*2i p. 
Statistics of about 1,000 living Negro clergymen compiled 




BECKWORTH, JIM. Felton, Harold. Jim Beckworth, Negro Mountain 
Man. New York: Dodd, Mead Company, I960. 173 p. 
This brings to life a pioneer, scout, fighter and guide. 
HENBON, MATTHEW A. Miller, Floyd. Ahdoola: Biography of Matthew 
A. Henson. New Yorks Dutton, 19o3. 221 p. 
A wonderful retelling of the story of heroism of the Peary 
expedition to the North Pole, on which Henson, a Negro, accom¬ 
panied Peary as an assistant. 
Government and Politics 
Individual Biography 
AZIKWE, NNAMDI. Jones-Quastry, Rabi. A Life of Azikwe. London, 
Englands Penguin-African Series, 1966. 
Well-written biography of Azikwe, assessing his character 
in detail, but suffering from an excess of eulogy. 
BUNCHE, RALPH JOHNSON. Kugelmass, Joseph. Ralph J. Bunche. Fighter 
for Peace. New Yorks Julian Messner, Inc., 19t>2. 17o p. 
Story of a man who rose out of poverty and ugly discrimination 
to eminence in world affairs, winning the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1950. Recommended for children. 
MBOYA, TOM. Rate, Alan. Tom Mboyas Young Man of New Africa. Garden 
City, New Yorks Doubleday, 1962. 2 64 p. 
Relates the rise of a Kenyan leader against the background 
of his country for the past 30 years. 
28 
NKRDMAH, KWANE. Ames, Sophia Riley. Nferumah of Ghana. New Yorks 
Rand, 1962. 188 p. 
Nkrumah's life is inextricably bound up with the growth of 
African unity and independence. Includes photos and is especial¬ 
ly recommended for grades seven through nine. 
POWELL, ADAM CLAYTON. Hickey, Neil and Edwin, Ed. Adam Clayton Powell 
and the Politics of Race. New Yorks Fleet Publishing Company, 
196$. 308 p. 
Two newsmen review Powell's still unfinished career. Liter¬ 
ary style is a coherent and interesting narrative. 
POWELL, ADAM CLAYTON. Lewis, Claude. Adam Clayton Powell. New Yorks 
Fawcett, 1.96k» 127 p* 
A frank appraisal of a colorful minister and public servant. 
SELASSIE, HAILE. Mosley, Leonard. Haile Selassies The Conquering 
Lion. Ehglewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1965* 2688 p. 
British author recounts how the Emperor's quiet strength and 
patience prevailed over the rebellious rages of princes and the 
1935 invasion by Italy. Selassie emerges as one of the most 
important figures of modem Africa. 
Autobiography 
LUMUMBA, PATRICE. My Congo, My Country. New Yorks Frederick Praeger, 
1962. 195 p* Illustrated. 
Shows three distinct phases in Lumumba's development. 
Helps us to understand his concept of his political role and -bat 
he envisaged as a Belgo-Congolese nationality. 
LUTHULI, ALBERT. Let My People Go. New York: McGraw-Hill Company, 
1952. 255 p. 
A former Zulu chief tells of his education at an American 
missionary college, of his becoming a chief of his people and 
of his long battle against racial discrimination for which he 
received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1961. 
MBOYA, TOM. Freedom and After. Bostons Little, Brown and Company, 
1963. 288 p. 
Embodies his views on present and future problems of the 
New Africa together with the story of his career. 
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MITTELHOLZER, EDGAR. A Swarthy Boy. London, England: Putnam, 
1963. 137 p. 
Account of the author's youth in British Guiana. Title 
of book illustrates his negrophobic father* s unhappiness about 
his son's color. 
MORROW, E. FREDERIC. Black Man in the White House. A Diary of the 
Eisenhower Years by the Administrative Officer for Special 
Projects, 1955-1961. New York: Coward-MeCann, 1963. 308 p. 
The narrative of the first Negro to serve a United States 
president in an executive capacity on the White House staff. 
SEGAL, RONALD. Into Exile. New York: McGraw-Hill Company, 1963» 
319 p. 
Autobiography of a young South African who was forced to 
leave his country in I960 to avoid arrest for anti-apartheid 
activities. Contains some of the best and most concise sum¬ 
mations of the moral and political horrors of apartheid that 
have yet appeared in print. 
Collective Biography 
Christmas, Walter, ed. Negroes in Public Affairs and Government. 
Volume I. New York: Educational' Heritage, 1966. 353 p. 
This volume consists of concise biographical sketches of 
Negroes and is divided into five sections: The United Nations, 
Congress, Judiciary, Diplomats, and Executive Departments and 
Agencies. The articles are short and readable. Includes por¬ 
traits, photographs and a useful bibliography. 
Italiaander, Rolf. The New Leaders of Africa. Englewood Cliffs, New 
Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1962. Illustrated. 306 p. 
Author scrutinizes the lives, political ideologies, history¬ 
making decisions of many African leaders, including Nasser, 
Haile Selassie, Lumumba and Kasavubu. Provides insight into 
the independence movement sweeping Africa and the personalities 
leading it. 
Lancelot, 0. Evans, ed. Emerging African Nations and Their Leaders. 
Volumes I and II. New York: Educational Heritage, I96I4.. 
Vol.I- 320 p. Vol.n - 636 p. 
The first volume includes the countries Burundi to Liberiaj 
the second, Malawi to Zambia. A great deal of information is 
given about each country — the land, people, etc. and a biography 
of each head of state is included. Portraits and photographs 
enhance the text. 
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Segal, Ronald. African Profiles. Baltimore, Maryland: Penguin Books, 
Inc., 1962. 352 p. 
An invaluable book containing 6h biographies, including Albert 
Luthuli, Holden Roberto, Jomo Kenyatta, Leopold Sedar-Senghor 
and others. 
Segal, Ronald. Political Africa: A Who's Who of Personalities and 
Parties. New York: Frederick Praeger, 1962. U75 p. 
Contains thumbnail sketches of nearly iiOO leaders and some 200 
political parties. Some k9 African countries are represented. 
Contains an index to personalities and parties. 
Literature 
Individual Biography 
CULLEN, COUNTEE. Ferguson, Blanche. Countee Cullen and the Negro 
Renaissance. New York: Dodd, Mead, 1966. 213 p. 
First full study of Cullen, the poet and the man,with an 
interesting account of the so-called "Negro Renaissance." 
Autobiography 
BALDWIN, JAMES. The Fire Next Time. New York: Dial Press, 1963. 
120 p. 
Account of the writer's youth in Harlem and his impressions 
of Malcolm X and the Black Muslims. 
SCHUYLER, GEORGE S. Black and Conservative, the Autobiography of 
George S. Schuyler. New Rochelle, New York: Arlington House 
Publishers, 1966. 362 p. 
Life of a well-known novelist, journalist and columnist. 
Collective Biography 
Rollins, Charlemae Hill. Famous American Negro Poets. New York: 
Dodd, Mead, 1965. 9!? p. 
Each biography sketched with vibrant life incidents and 
snatches of poetry to give just enough of the poet*é style and 




SHAW, ROBERT G, Burchard, Peter. One Gallant Rush. New York: 
Saint Martin's Press, 1965» Ï68 p. 
Story of Colonel Robert G. Shaw, commander of the first U.S. 
Army regiment of Negroes which distinguished itself in the 
Civil War. 
Autobiography 
FLIPPER, HENRY 0. Negro Frontiersman: The Western Memoirs of Henry 
0. Flipper, First Negro Graduate of West Point. El Paso, 
Texas: Western College Press, 1963* 5k p. 
Lieutenant Flipper reminisces on his five years in the United 
States Army along the Mexican border and of his 30-odd years as 
America's first Negro mining engineer. 
JULIAN, HUBERT, as told to John Bulloch. Black Eagle. London: Jarrolds, 
1961*. 200 p. 
Colonel Hubert Julian was one of the first Negroes to gain 
fame as an aviator. His adventures range from service to Haile 
Selassie of Ethiopia to gun-running in Latin America. 
Miscellaneous 
Individual Biography 
MAGEDI, DARA TWIZWILANDI. Blacking, John. Black Background; The 
Childhood of a South African Girl. New York: Abelard-Schuman, 
mr. 207 p. 
Story of the life of Dara Twizwilandi Magedi. 
WALLACE, JOHN. Branch, Hettye Wallace. The Story of *80 John." 
New York: Greenwich Book Publishers, 1962. 59 p. 




BROW, CLAUDE. Manchild in the Promised Land. New Yorks Macmillan, 
1965. 105 P- 
Story of a young man whose Harlem childhood and education 
included belonging to a gang, being sent to a school for emotion 
ally disturbed boys and subsequently to a reform school, and who 
now,graduated from Howard University, is studying law. 
CHRISTIAN, MALCOLM H. My Country and I. New York: Exposition Press, 
1963. 96 p. 
Account of the author's interracial experiences. 
DE JESUS, CAROLINA MARIA. Child of the Darks The Diary of Carolina 
Maria de Jesus. New York: Dutton, 19Ô2. Illustrated with 
photographs. 190 p. 
Revealing story of a simple, uneducated woman who lived as 
a trash picker in Latin America. 
FIELDS, ALONZO. My Twenty-four Years in the White House. New Yorks 
Coward-McCann, 1962. 223 p. 
Recollections of chief butler and maitre d'hotel of four 
presidents. 
GREEN, ELY. Ely. New York: Seabury Fress, 1966. 236 p. 
Interesting story of the first eighteen years of a half¬ 
white Negro in the South, with an introduction by Lillian Smith. 
HARRIS, JOHN. Give Me a Son. New York: Carlton Press, 1963- 12k p. 
Autobiography of a native of British Guiana, now a resident 
of New York City. 
LAND, EDWARD. I Was a Mental Statistic. New York: Carlton Press, 
1963. 92 p. 
Story of author's successful overcoming of emotional malad¬ 
justment. 
MODISANE, BLAKE. Blame Me on History. New York: Dutton, 1961;. 311 p 
Autobiography of a South African now living and working in 
England — portrait of conditions the black man faces in South 
Africa today. 
33 
MULZAC, HUGH. A Star to Steer By. New York: International 
Publishers, 1963. 251 p. 
Revelations by the first Negro in the United States to win 
a master's license and become captain of a liberty ship. 
PECK, JAMES. Freedom Ride. Foreword by James Baldwin, introduction 
by Lillian Smith. New York: Grove Press, 1962. 122 p. 
The writer describes the Freedom Ride, how he risked his 
life, the Montgomery bus boycott, discrimination in the North, 
and nonviolent demonstrations. 
SELORMEY, FRANCIS. The Narrow Path. London, England: Heinemann, 
1966. 181* p. 
Early years of a successful Ghanaian, scion of influential 
and successful forebears. 
SMITH, HOMER. Black Man in Red Russia: A Memoir. Chicago: Johnsan 
Publishing Company,- 1961*. 217 p ” 
A newspaperman who lived in Russia for li* years has recorded 
a catalytic period in Soviet development during Stalin's rule. 
WILLIAMS, JOHN A. This is My Country, Too. New York: New American 
Library, 1965” 169 p. 
Account of author's trip by automobile back and forth across 
the country, and what he, as a Negro, encountered. 
WILLIAMSON, HENRY. Hustler. Garden City,New York: Doubleday, 1965. 
222 p. 
A man describes his career as burglar, small-time racketeer, 
dope pusher, etc. 
X, MALCOLM. The Autobiography of Malcolm X. New York: Grove Press, 
1965. 
Metamorphosis as dictated to a journalist friend of Malcolm, 
from "straight A" student of a prison into Detroit "Red" (pimp, 
dope-pusher, thief) into Malcolm X, (Elijah Muhammad's right- 
hand man) into El-Hajj Malik El Shahazz (Afro-American Muslim 
and pilgrim to Mecca). 
Collective Biography 
Durham, Philip and Jones, Everett L. The Negro Cowboys. New York: 
Dodd, Mead, 1965. 278 p. Illustrated, maps. 
3h 
A work by University of California professors who searched 
300 memoirs and histories for references to Negro cowboys. 
They found more than 5,000 Negroes who rode the ranges from 
Texas to Montana. The stories of some are told in this book. 
Durham, Philip and Jones, Everett L. The Adventures of Negro Cowboys. 
New York: Dodd, Mead, 1966. 1U3 p. 
Describes thrilling adventures of Negro cowboys who rode 
cattle trails during the Westward movement. Recommended for 
young people. 
Music and Entertainment 
Individual Biography 
ANDERSON, MARIAN. Newman, Shirlee P. Marian Anderson, Lady from 
Philadelphia. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1965. 175 P* 
The story of this richly talented woman whose quiet per¬ 
severance triumphed over bigotry. 
BOWMAN, LAURA. Antoine, Le Roi. Achievement: The Life of Laura 
Bowman. New York: Pageant Press, 1962. U39 p. 
Life of an actress, who was one of the most popular perform¬ 
ers in vaudeville and on screen. 
COLE, NAT "KING1*. Young, A. S., ed. The Incomparable Nat ’’King11 
Cole. Fort Worth, Texas: Sepia Publishing C.-mpany, 1965» 82 p. 
A memorial album on the beloved singer, copiously illustrated 
with photos of Nat and his family. Traces life of star, his 
career and his effect on all who knew him. 
DAVIS, MITES. James, Michael. Miles Davis. New York: A. S. Barnes, 
1962. (paperback). 
The career of one of the leaders of the "cool" school is 
followed from the 19U0's through the 1950's when he evolved his 
own lyrical, highly personal style. 
HAWKINS, COLEMAN. McCarthy, Albert J. Coleman Hawkins. London: Cassell 
British Book Service, 1963. 90 p. 
One of the first jazzmen to win fame as a tenor saxophonist 
by introducing a full, warm tone to an ignored instrument. 
No longer fashionable with the '•cool” school, but still remains 
a superb musician of vital lyric performances. 
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MENKEN, ADAH ISAACS. Lewis, Paul. Queen of the Plaza: A Biography 
of Adah Isaacs Menken. New York: Funk and Wagnall's, 1964. 
307 p. 
Story of an American actress from New Orleans who flourished 
about the time of the Civil War and whose origin is a mystery. 
MORTON, “JELLY ROLL." Williams, Martin T. Jelly Roll Morton. New 
York: A. S. Barnes, 1962. (paperback). 
A well-known jazz critic presents the life of this puzzlingly 
complex man as well as an analysis and appreciation of his con¬ 
tribution to ragtime piano and jazz orchestration. 
PARKER, CHARLIE. Reisner, Robert G. Bird: The Legend of Charlie 
Parker. 
Friends and acquaintances reminisce about the jazz figure 
called the “Bird." 
WALLER, THOMAS WRIGHT (FATS). Kirkeby, Ed. Ain't Misbehavin': 
The Story of Fats Waller. New York: Dodd, Mead, I960. 21$ p. 
The life and times of the brilliant jazz musician of the 
20's and 30's. 
Autobiography 
BRADFORD, PERRY. Born With the Blues: Perry Bradford's Own Story. 
New York: Oak Publishers, 1965» Ï75 p. 7 
Story of a pioneer song writer and publisher. It includes 
the story of the development of jazz, pressures put upon him, 
and names that made musical history during that period. 
BROONZY, WILLIAM, and Bruynoghe, Yannick. Big Bill Blues : William 
Broonzy's Story. New York: Oak Publishers,' i9o5. 1?6 p. 
The story of this blues singer and guitarist, his dis¬ 
cussions of his art, his Mississippi days, his fellow blues 
singers, and pleasures and pressures of his travels. 
DAVIS, SAMMY, JR. and Jane and Burt Boyar. Yes, I Can. New York: 
Farrar, 1965* 612 p. 
Autobiography of a highly successful entertainer who surmounted 
his own racial struggles and contributed greatly to the cause 
of his fellow Negroes. 
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GREGORY, DICK, with Robert Lispyte. Nigger; An Autobiography, 
New York; Dutton, 1961;. 221; p. 
Addressing himself to his late mother, Gregory candidly 
reveals his emotions regarding the disappointments of his life, 
and his thoughts on the striving by Negroes for equality. 
HORNE, LENA, and Richard Schickel. Lena. Garden City, New York; 
Doubleday, 1965» 300 p. 
This entertaining autobiography stresses the glamorous 
singer's mature reflections on her career, her happy marriage, 
and her identity as a Negro. 
JACKSON, MAH LIA, with Evan McLeod Wylie. Movin' On Up. New York; 
Hawthorne Books, Inc., 1966. 212 p. 
Joy is the keynote of this autobiography of a singer. It 
includes selected discography and many photographs. 
SMITH, WILLIE, with George Haefer. Music in My Mind; The Memoirs 
of an American Pianist. Garden City, New York; üoubleday, 
196U. '318 p. 
An autobiography, important and interesting, particularly 
for its first hand account of early jazz in New York. 
WARREN, GUY. I Have A Story to Tell. Accra; (n.p.) 1963. (n.p.). 
A not too modest account of the author's experiences as a 
musician in Africa and the United States. 
Collective Biography 
Goldberg, Joe. Jazz Masters of the Fifties. New York; Macmillan, 
1965. 2U6 p. 
The difficulties, developments and achievements of jazz 
in the 1950's made vividly apparent through the vignettes of 
eleven noted jazz musicians and innovators of the period. 
Hadlock, Richard. Jazz Masters of the Twenties. New York; Macmillan, 
1966. 255 p. 
Figures presented personally and historically with careful 
attention to the music itself, its development and its influence 
upon others. 
Spellman, A. B. Four Lives in the Bebop Business. New York; Pantheon 
Books, 19661 2IÏL p. 
37 
A poet, historian and jazz critic interlaces taped interviews 
with his own commentary. Some of the figures included are 
Ornette Coleman, Cecil Taylor, Jackie McLean and Herbie Nichols. 
Science and Invention 
Individual Biography 
CARVER, GEORGE WASHINGTON. Aliki. A Weed is a Flower: The Life of 
George Washington Carver. Englewood Cliffs, New Jerseys Prentice- 
Hall, 1965. Illustrated, (n.p.). 
Life of a great scientist written for the very young and 
illustrated with colorful drawings. Good for ages 6 to 9» 
CARVER, GEORGE WASHINGTON. Elliot, Lawrence. George Washington 
Carver, The Man Who Overcame. Englewood Cliffs, New Jerseys 
Prentice-Hall, 1966. Portrait. 256 p. 
An inspirational biography including Carver’s boyhood in 
Missouri, struggle for an education, and long years of serviee 
in Tuskegee Institute. It emphasizes his devotion to better¬ 
ment of his race. 
CARVER, GEORGE WASHINGTON. Holt, Rackham. George Washington Carvers 
An American Biography. Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1963. 
360 p. 
The amazing story of the genius and faith of a scientist 
whose discoveries brought a better life to the people of the 
South. Recommended for youth. 
Autobiography 
PARKS, GORDON. A Choice of Weapons. New York: Harper, 1966. 27U p. 
A renowned Life photographer recounts his struggles to over¬ 
come poverty and prejudice. 
Collective Biography 
Porter, Gladys L. Three Negro Pioneers in Beauty Culture. New York: 
Vantage Press, 1966. 1+6 p. 
Highlights the careers of three outstanding women in the 




FORD, BARNEY, Parkhill, Forbes. Mister Barney Fords A Portrait in 
Bistre. Denver, Colorado: Alan Swallow, 1961*1 218 p. 
Biography of a runaway slave who made and lost several fortunes 
and helped to open the West. He saw to it that statehood for 
Colorado was postponed until the State Constitution provided 
voting rights for Negroes. 
Sports 
Individual Biography 
BROWN, JIM. Klein, Larry. Jim Brown, The Running Back. New York: 
Putnam, 1965. 192 p. 
Story of one of the most valuable players on the gridiron. 
One who used speed, balance, and ability to outthink his opponents. 
Good for junior high and up. Illustrated with photographs. 
BROWN, JIM. Terzian, James P. and Behagh, Jim. The Jimmy Brown 
Story. New York: Messner, 1961;. 190 p. 
Story of an athlete whose greatest ambition was to become 
a professional football player and who worked hard to realize 
this ambition. For ages 12 and up. 
CLAY, CASSIUS. Sullivan, George. The Cassius Clay Story. New York: 
Fleet, 1961;. 116 p. 
This biography testifies to the long, thorough training 
necessary for the development of the young, heavyweight champion. 
JOHNSON, JACK. Farr, Finis. Black Champion: The Life and Times of 
Jack Johnson. New York: Scribner, 1961;. 2llS p. 
The life of the first Negro to win the world's heavyweight 
championship; reflects the excitement of the period between 1900 
and the late 1920's. 
LISTON, SONNY. Young, Andrew S. The Champ Nobody Wanted. Chicago: 
Johnson Publishing Company, 1963. 221; p. 
Some aspects of boxer Liston's life together with an account 
of the 1962 Liston-Patterson fight and the events leading up to 
it. 
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MAIS, WiLLIE. Shapiro, Milton. The Willie Mays Story. New York: 
Messner, 19&3* 191 P» 
A fascinating tale of Mays from the time he became a 
frightened rookie to the time he became the highest paid Giant 
in the history of baseball. 
ROBINSON, JOHN ROOSEVELT, and Alfred Duckett. The Story of Jackie 
Robinson. New York: Harper, 19ô5» l8i* p. 
Story of Jackie's breakthrough to the major baseball 
leagues. 
ROBINSON, JOHN ROOSEVELT. Shapiro, Milton J. Jackie Robinson of the 
Brooklyn Dodgers. New York: Messner, 1963. 190 p. 
Biography of the first Negro to play baseball in the major 
leagues. For ages 12 and up. 
RUSSELL, WILLIAM. Hirshberg, Al. Bill Russell of the Boston Celtics. 
New York: Messner, 1963. 191 p. 
The story of a boy, who in high school, was awkward and 
sensitive about his height. His handicap became his greatest 
asset as he went on to become one of the greatest centers who 
ever played basketball. 
Autobiography 
BROWN, JIM. with Myron Cape. Off My Chest. Garden City: Doubleday, 
1961*. 230 p. 
A professional football star describes his own development 
as an athlete and offers some candid observations on profession¬ 
al football. 
MAYS, WILLIE, and Einstein, Charles. Willie Mays: My Life In and 
Out of Baseball. New York: Dutton, 1966 . 320 p. 
Chatty, anecdotal account of Mays' life. His philosophy 
of life emerges from narrative in which he recalls individual 
plays, games, players and sketches. Contains statistics and 
photographs. 
PAIGE, LEROY (SATCHEL), with David Lipman. Maybe I'll Pitch Forever. 
Garden City: Doubleday, 1962. 280 p. 
One of the great legendary figures of the baseball world tells 
of his exciting years in the Negro leagues and his final entrance 
into major league baseball. 
Uo 
PATTERSON, FLOYD, with Milton Cross. Victory Over Myself. New York: 
Random, 1962. 2liU p. 
A world champion boxer tells of his battles against poverty 
in his youth, his opponents in the ring, and his greatest enemy, 
himself. 
ROBINSON, JOHN ROOSEVELT. Breakthrough to the Big Leagues. New York: 
Harper, 1965» 178 p. 
"Jackie" describes his childhood,his early career in profes¬ 
sional baseball and his problems as the first Negro in Major 
league baseball. 
RUSSELL, WILLIAM FELTON, and McSweeney, William Erancis. Go Up For 
Glory. New York: Coward-McCann, 1966. 22U p. 
Negro star of the Boston Celtics reviews his life. Tells 
about athletic career, personal opinions on professional ball, 
court psychology and individual players. He is equally con¬ 
cerned about American Negroes’s sense of discrimination and 
the struggle to obtain equal rights. 
WILLS, MAURY, as told to Steve Gardner. It Pays to Steal. Engle¬ 
wood Cliffs:Prentice-Hall, 1963. 186 p. 
Wills' personal story of his baseball career. 
Collective Biography 
Bontemps, Arna Wendell. Famous Negro Athletes. New York: Dodd, 
Mead, 1961*. 155 p. 
Brief but effective biographical sketches of nine athletes 
who have excelled in professional sports and by doing so, ad¬ 
vanced their race. Recognized champions in boxing, baseball, 
basketball, football, track and tennis are included. 
Especially for children. 
Young, Andrew S. Negro Firsts in Sports. Chicago: Johnson Publish¬ 
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